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Brauer, Jerald, ed. Westminster Dictionary of Church History. Westminster Press. 1971.

 

This Dictionary offers a one paragraph summary of Brainerd’s work as a missionary and briefly describes his relationship with Edwards.

 

Conforti, Joseph A. Jonathan Edwards, Religious Tradition, and American Culture. 

University of North Carolina Press. 1995.

 

Conforti includes one chapter on David Brainerd in which he focuses on Brainerd’s role as a New Light revival and his impact on Jonathan Edwards. The chapter also talks about the impact Edwards “Life of David Brainerd” has had as it describes the life a man who gave all in the service of Christ Jesus. In reality, as the title of the book suggests, the chapter focuses almost as much on Brainerd’s role in Edwards life than on Brainerd himself.

 

Kilby, Clyde S. “David Brainerd: Knight of the Grail” Heroic Colonial Christians. 

Philadelphia/New York: J.B. Lippincott. 1966.

 

This essay presents a fairly thorough account of Brainerd’s role in colonial America, especially his missionary work, though it is not a full biography. Although the last part of this essay is dedicated to the influence of Brainerd’s life and his impact on missions, the essay takes a bit more negative approach overall. The author especially highlights Brainerd’s expulsion from Yale and his melancholic tendencies. Nevertheless, the essay is, in general, a fair account of David Brainerd’s life and work. 

 

Petit, Norman, ed. The Life of David Brainerd. Yale University Press. 1985.

 

This is Edwards own work based on the diary of David Brainerd. Edwards is very free as far as adding and deleting to the diary, but Brainerd himself is the basis for the work. The Yale edition also includes an introduction which has a great summary of how Brainerd and Edwards impacted each other and which offers some compare/contrast in the life and doctrine of the two great men. The introduction also includes historical background to the time period. This is obviously the most thorough and most direct source on David Brainerd, though is focuses almost entirely on his beliefs and relation to Edwards, rather than offering an extensive biography of Brainerd’s life.

 

Piper, John. The Hidden Smile of God. Crossway Books. 2001. 
 

Piper discusses the many afflictions of Brainerd and how the Lord used it in his life to strengthen him and enhance his ministry. Piper tells of how the Lord used much of both Brainerd’s inner spiritual struggle as well as his physical afflictions to magnify the work of Brainerd and extend His kingdom to the Indians of North America.

 

Reid, Daniel, ed. Dictionary of Christianity in America. InterVarsity Press. 1990.

 

This dictionary provides the best short summary of Brainerd. It offers several paragraphs on his life and work, along with a short discussion of the importance of his diary as published by Edwards. Also has a short bibliography at the end.

 

Thornbury, John. David Brainerd: Pioneer Missionary to the American Indians. 

Evangelical Press. 1996. 

 

Thornbury offers one of the more complete biographies of Brainerd’s life in this book, which he based primarily on Edwards’ “Life of David Brainerd”. The biography takes a very positive view of Brainerd, and includes an extensive account of his efforts among the Indians. In addition to the very thorough account of Brainerd’s life, Thornbury concludes the book with a chapter on Brainerd’s immediate and lasting impact.

 

Thornbury, John. “David Brainerd.” Five Pioneer Missionaries. Banner of Truth Trust. 

1999.

 

The purpose of this collection of essays on early pioneer missionaries (according to the introduction) is to demonstrate their commitment and the struggles they went through compared to the established church missions that we are more familiar with. Thornbury gives us the account of Brainerd, and the article is shorter than his full biography of, but it still offers a thorough discussion of Brainerd’s life and actions, as well as a concluding chapter on the impact Brainerd has had on missions. Thornbury has also included a fairly lengthy biography at the end of his essay to aid in more extensive research on Brainerd. 

 

Walsh, Michael, ed. Dictionary of Christian Biography. Liturgical Press. 2001.

 

This short dictionary entry on Brainerd sums up his missions work and his place in the revival. It contributes most of Brainerd’s impact to Edwards work publication of his diary, rather than on the work he did as a missionary.

 

Ziff, Larzer. Writing in the New Nation: Prose, Print, and Politics in the Early United 
States. Yale University Press. 1991.

 

This book is not a biography of Brainerd, nor is it a book on Edwards, Puritanism, or missionaries. Nevertheless, it includes a good summary of Brainerd’s efforts in early America, as well as his impact on Edwards; especially in reference to Edwards’ writings on revival and conversion. It takes a slightly more negative view of what Brainerd actually accomplished himself, but it certainly does not diminish his impact on Edwards. 

 

 

 

www.wholesomewords.org
Co.2003

Good source of biographical information. It contains the entire “Life and Diary of Reverend David Brainerd: With notes and reflections” as well as “Mr. Brainerd’s Journal.” There are also several short essays available regarding Brainerd’s life and ministry. The site’s main focus is on his missionary work and not as much on his theology.

 
www.cantonbaptist.org
Co. 1996-1999

Provides a short but helpful sketch of Brainerd’s life. It is a chronological depiction of his life with interspersed observations regarding his deep spiritual life.

 

 
www.desiringgod.org 
Here Piper provides a summary of Brainerd’s life and makes several reflections upon it. He draws out several applications from the life of this passionate missionary. Although a condensed version of some of the larger studies that Piper had done regarding the life of David Brainerd, it is helpful in discovering some of the strikingly difficult afflictions that Brainerd endured.

 

