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Hezbollah in Lebanon


Hezbollah is a political party and terrorist group also known as the Party of God. Prior to Hezbollah’s emergence in 1982, the Shiite community in southern Lebanon had been unsatisfied with the way they had been treated by the Christian and Sunni communities. The Shiites of southern Lebanon had also been disturbed by the Israeli invasion of Lebanon and the United States and United Nation’s refusal to intervene in demanding Israel to retreat. Hezbollah, with the support of Syria and Iran, came into existence hoping to provide protection to the Lebanese border and also to provide aid to the Palestinians and the Palestinian Liberation Organization. With the support and protection Hezbollah received from Iran and Syria, other major Shiite groups gathered around Hezbollah and formed a political party with the primary goal of turning Lebanon into an Islamic state. Members of Hezbollah formed a militia, feeling obligated to protect the southern Lebanese border, and a relief organization following the commands of the Qur’an regarding charity. In Lebanon, the Hezbollah movement functions as a smaller state within a larger one by having it’s own leaders, army, and laws. Most European countries tolerate Hezbollah and remain hopeful of Hezbollah’s efforts but America see Hezbollah as a dangerous terrorist group responsible for several attacks on America and the west. 

Weaver 2

Hezbollah’s primary base of operation is in southern Lebanon in the Al Biqa’ (Bekaa Valley).  Hezbollah also has members in parts of Europe, Africa, South America, North America, and other parts of the world as well. Hezbollah is thought to be the group responsible for funding al-Qaeda, the terrorist group connected with Osama Bin Laden and the terrorist activity of September 11th. As well as supporting al-Qaeda, Hezbollah also supports terrorist groups such as Hamas and Islamic Jihad. 


During the first stages of its existence, Hezbollah leaders composed a platform in 1984 stating the goals and beliefs their party would uphold. Hezbollah leader, Sayyid Muhammed Husayn Fadlallah laid out four main beliefs of Hezbollah. First, “To force the U.S., France, and their allies out of Lebanon and eradicate all traces of their influence in this country.” Second, “To subjugate the Phalangists (A Christian social democratic party that was pro-western and anti-Arab) to the rule of justice and bring them to justice for crimes they committed against Muslims and Christians perpetrate with the encouragement of the U.S. and Israel.” Thirdly, they wanted “To drive Israel out of Lebanon as a prelude to its complete annihilation and the liberation of Jerusalem.” Lastly, “To give full freedom of choice to our people to choose an Islamic regime which alone can assure justice and honor for all and foil any attempt at renewed imperialist infiltration of our country.” 

The first goal of the platform was to force the U.S., France, and their allies out of Lebanon. After the first attacks of the Hezbollah movement, France and 
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the west withdrew themselves from their presence in Lebanon. Israel withdrew momentarily as well but soon after began fighting again with the Palestinians. The promoting of the Islamic regime Hezbollah hoped to establish in Lebanon stemmed from a disagreement with the western countries. Unlike America, Islamic leaders, in forming an Islamic state, want the head religious leaders to run domestic and foreign affairs of the state. There are also many other cultural and religious differences that Islamic leaders find appalling with western culture that drives them to despise the west even further. The second goal, subjugating the phalangists and bringing them to justice, came from the events that took place at the 1982 refugee camps at Sabra and Shatila. Lebanese Christian Philangists entered the refugee camps of Sabra and Shatila under the order of Israeli Defense Minister Ariel Sharon. They were looking for Palestinians who were thought to be hiding among the refugees. When the two day raid of rape and murder was over, Palestinians estimated that up to 3,000 were killed, some being women and children. Hezbollah members believed that this act was backed by the United States and that the United States and anyone else involved in such an outrageous massacre would need to be brought to justice. The third goal of Hezbollah was to drive Israel out of the Palestinian territory. One of the main reasons Hezbollah emerged was to provide aid to the Palestinians. Hezbollah aided the Palestinian Liberation Organization, a group formed under the command of Yasser Arafat in 1964 to bring aid to suffering Palestinians. Hezbollah harbors a great hatred toward Israel, Palestine’s main rival. They wish 
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to completely annihilate Israel. Peace is not even an option to Hezbollah leaders. In an interview between Ted Koppel and Sheik Nasrallah, Nasrallah said that even if Israel and Palestine shared the land peacefully, Hezbollah would not cease to destroy Israel as a nation. 

The last and most important goal defining Hezbollah was to convince the residents of Lebanon to choose an Islamic regime rather than to be forced under one. In forming an Islamic state patterned after Iran, they wished to set an example so that the remainder of Muslim countries would form Islamic states allowing all Islamic countries to be one entire Islamic world. Sheik Hassan Nasrallah, presently the secretary general of the Hezbollah movement said, “If our compatriots are given the opportunity to freely choose a system of government for Lebanon, they will prefer Islam and therefore we issue a call to adopt the path of Islam out of free and direct choice of the people and not by means of coercion.”  Because of Lebanon’s mix of religions, however, including a number of Maronite-Christian citizens, an Islamic state cannot be built in Lebanon in the near future. 

Hezbollah follows closely the teaching of the Imam Khomeini and the Islamic state ideology. Husayn Al Musawi, the former leader of the Amal movement who was expelled for wanting an Islamic state, said in 1984, “We (Hezbollah) are faithful to Imam Khomeini politically religiously, and ideologically. In accordance with Khomeini’s teaching we strive to fight all manifestations of corruption and vanity in this world and all who fight Muslims… Our struggle is in 
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the east as well as the west… Our goal is to lay the groundwork for the reign of the Mahdi on earth, the reign of truth and justice.” As said by Musawi, Hezbollah functions both as a political entity as well as a religious entity in Lebanon. The two are seen as working simultaneously, however, much different from that of other countries including the United States. The Imam Khomeini believed in a religious jurist holding all the political power and that the political and religious power of the jurist should be obeyed by all the inhabitants of the Islamic state. Currently, Muhammed Husayn Fadlallah serves as the spiritual leader of Hezbollah. Ayatollah Shayk Fadlallah resides above the political and religious councils and performs the duties of overseeing religious matters.


The political structure endorsed by the Hezbollah party requires the power of many members of a committee as opposed to one sole leader. The political structure of Hezbollah consists of 17 members of the Shura Council, most of them being clergy. Ayatollah Shayk Fadlallah resides above all of them. The Supreme Shura Council holds the legislative, executive, and judicial power and has the greatest influence on the Supreme Court. Under the Supreme Shura Council are the General Secretary and his deputy. They are both members of the Shura Council and are appointed by the Shura Council as well. They administer the affairs of the party both inside and outside of the country. They are in charge of the regional Shura Councils all across Lebanon linking the smaller councils to the Supreme Council. Under the General Secretary is the Politburo dictating the activities of the different organs of the party. The four organs consist of the 

Weaver 6

Enforcement, Recruitment, and Propaganda Organ, the Jihad al-Binah Organ (The Holy Reconstruction Organ), the Security Organ, and the Combat Organ.


The Enforcement, Recruitment, and Propaganda Organ sets sheiks in mosques and other public places to teach the doctrine of Hezbollah in order to convince citizens of the importance of an entire Islamic state. Among the impoverished areas of Lebanon, Hezbollah provides aid and relief to citizens offering housing, hospitals, and medical care such as the Islamic Health Committee. In providing for the people of impoverished parts of Lebanon’s basic needs, they are gaining the support they need to arise in power. Some Lebanese individuals in the United States also give their approval to Hezbollah because of the aid they have provided to family members overseas. Najah Bazzy, a middle- aged upper class woman from Dearborn Michigan said she supports Hezbollah because of the charitable deeds they have done in southern Lebanon since the civil war. As well as acts of charity to gain support, Hezbollah also composed a religious fatwa to be issued by the Shura Council and distributed among citizens. The fatwa reads, “Every man will be asked about his vote on judgment day- any adherent to the supreme Islamic interest should hold the list high and drop it in the voting box-and it is illicit to elect anybody else who is not on the list.” Incentives such as this one, the persuasion for people to vote for Islamic candidates, and also low voter turnout, due to Lebanese Christians boycotting during the election allowed Hezbollah to win eight seats in the Lebanese Parliament.
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 The second organ is the Jihad al-Bina (the Holy Reconstruction Organ) providing financial aid, medicare, and other needs for its members and supporters. 

The third organ is the Security Organ serving to protect the party’s leaders. The Central Security operates surveillance and intelligence in Lebanon and in other countries and the Operational Security section acts upon decisions made by the head of Hezbollah against other opposing forces. The fourth organ is the Combat Organ and is comprised of two separate parts. The first is the Islamic Resistance Movement (al- Muqawamah al- Islamiyyah) responsible for attacks against the U.S. and the West and also suicide bombings. The second is Islamic Holy War (al- Jihad al- Islami) responsible for attacks against Israel and Lebanon’s southern border.  


With the use of these different organs and Hezbollah’s religious beliefs, Hezbollah was prepared and hopeful to win parliament seats in the Lebanese elections. Their ways of going about ensuring their victory were not very ethical however. In Mount Lebanon most Christians were boycotting the election which led to low voter turnout. Hezbollah leaders bribed government employees to release I.D. cards of dead people which were used for votes in favor of Hezbollah members. They also created a “give and take policy” which meant that Hezbollah would only nominate four members and that they would leave two seats open for political side agreements with other tribal families. One month before elections Hezbollah also formed electoral machines under direct supervision of party 
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leaders. The electoral machines had 600 party members trained in campaigning techniques. The machines contacted Lebanese citizens, transported them to voting centers, and paid their traveling and lodging expenses. Hezbollah made use of the Security organ as well by threatening anyone who opposed the results of the election. Although some of these tactics were deceptive and unfair, others were creative and helped Hezbollah take it’s first step in it’s aspiration of rising to the top in political. Although Hezbollah wanted to become a primary political party in Lebanon, their main focus would not waver. Following the elections, Nasrallah commented, “The primary focus of our activity is resistance and not the political bazaar of Beirut.” Hebzbollah won eight seats in the Bekaa Valley in Lebanon’s last election and at most can win up to ten seats in Lebanon’s parliament. The way the Lebanese political system functions presently, the president must be a Maronite, the prime minister must be a Sunni, and the speaker of the Parliament must be a member of the Shiite community. Currently the speaker of Parliament is the leader of the Amal movement, an organization that Hezbollah sprang from, and one of Hezbollah’s main rivals. This poses a great dilemma in gaining any advances in their current political position.  Before Hezbollah won seats in parliament, they promised to withhold attacks on Israel but they turned back on their word shortly after the elections. In 1995, Hezbollah launched 344 attacks against Israeli troops, there were 270 cases of artillery fire, 64 denotations of explosive charges and 2 frontal assaults on IDF positions. This caused Israel’s retreat in 2000.
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Hezbollah receives its support from Iran and Syria, both being at the top of the Bush Administration and Washington’s war on terrorism list. According to Manuela Paraipan’s article in Worldpress, “The issue is that by targeting Hezbollah’s military bases the United States will provoke Syria, which is the protector of Lebanon…Washington wants Syria to abandon its weapons of mass destruction program, to cut its support to militant Palestinian factions, to secure the border of Iraq, and to withdraw its military and secret service apparatus from Lebanon.” Hezbollah still has ignored and surpassed the commands of President Bush to disarm their members. Shortly after President Bush suggested that Hezbollah disarm and allow middle east peace efforts to be made without resistance from Hezbollah members, Sheik Nasrallah followed by saying, “I’m holding on to the weapons of resistance because I think the resistance…is the best formula to protect Lebanon and to deter any Israeli aggression. Hezbollah’s arms will not be used domestically. Their only role is against Israel.”  After the Taif Accord signing in 1989 ending the war, Hezbollah was the only non-government related militia to remain in Lebanon disobeying the order to disarm. Their goal was to protect the southern part of Lebanon and because of their resistance and many other acts of terror they were labeled by the U.S. government as a dangerous terrorist group even more dangerous than al-Qaeda. Sheik Nasrallah is persistent in reminding Americans to quit “meddling with our country.” He wants Americans to know that they shouldn’t interfere with the internal affairs. He said, “ Let your ambassador relax in his embassy, and leave 
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us alone…tell the whole world that we refuse the 1559 resolution.” Waving his hands at the March 8th, 2005 demonstration in Beirut, he responded, “Isn’t this democracy? The majority is rejecting resolution 1559.” 

 The past several years have brought about several violent acts performed by members of Hezbollah justifying the belief of the United States that Hezbollah is indeed a terrorist organization. The terrorist events of Hezbollah started on April 18, 1983, when a suicide bomber blew up the U.S. embassy in Beirut. Sixty-one people were killed and one hundred and twenty others were left wounded. Shortly after the bombing of the embassy, the Israeli headquarters in Tyre and the headquarters of the U.S. Marines and French forces stationed in Beirut were hit and hundreds of other French and American soldiers were killed. There have been a great number of suicide bombing and kidnappings of Westerners as well in the recent years. President Bush said, “We view Hezbollah as a terrorist organization, and I hope that Hezbollah would prove that they’re not laying down arms and not threatening peace.”  The U.S. is not willing such as other European countries are, to accept Hezbollah as a political organization until they renounce terrorism. Currently, they are still unwilling to do that. During the time of Bush’s demands for Hezbollah to disarm, it was also commanded that Syria pull its troops out of Lebanon and stop interfering with the Lebanese government. Not until recently did Syria heed this command and pull their troops out of Lebanese territory. In September 2004, the United Nations resolution 1559 called for Syria to remove all troops from Lebanon and that all militias would disarm. On April 
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27th, 2005 the last Syrian troops departed from Lebanon. Why did the United Nations want Syria to withdraw its troops? For the same reasons that Hezbollah needs to surrender it’s weapons of mass destruction. Syria and Hezbollah both stand in the way of establishing a democracy in Lebanon. Both Syria and Iran both support Hezbollah so they can benefit from Lebanon’s government. They are able to have Hezbollah function inside Lebanon to their advantage.  They support them and fund them and Hezbollah acts as an agent inside the country following Syria and Iran’s every order. By Syria withdrawing its troops from Lebanon, room has been created for fair elections in May 2005 in Lebanon. Citizens will not feel pressured into voting a certain way so they will not have to fear the threats of men who only want an Islamic state established. Although Syria did withdraw its troops, Hezbollah still refuses to disarm their militia. One of the main reasons that Hezbollah will still not surrender is the controversy between Hezbollah and Lebanon versus Israel over the territory of Shebaa Farms. Hezbollah and Lebanon believe that this territory belongs to Lebanon.  Israel believes that the land belongs to the nation of Isarel and the United Nations and the United States backs Israel’s view that Shebaa Farms belongs to Israel leaving Hezbollah leaders furious with the United States. Lebanese government officials tolerate Hezbollah’s refusal to disarm because they are attempting to preserve that territory for Lebanon. 

Washington continues to press Hezbollah members to conform to the commands of the United Nations and also warns any country thinking about 
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supporting this group. Any country or anyone who considers funding Hezbollah will definitely have to deal with the United States. Gideon Rose, the managing editor of foreign affairs for the non-profit Council on Foreign Relations in Washington, explains America’s view of nations that support Hezbollah and their threats to attack us best,  “That would be a scenario that would be bad for us…It would be even worse for Iran and Syria. The war with Iraq should show the Middle East that the last thing you want to do is actually come after the U.S…If you do, we will beat the crap out of you.” Hezbollah has the funding they need at this point to conduct any act of terror upon the United States. Senator Bob Grahm from Florida says, “Hezbollah has a significant presence in the United States waiting for a call to action.” Hezbollah is dangerous, armed, and waiting for the opportunity to attack the United States. Dr. Magnus Ranstorp, a lecturer on international relations at the University of St. Andrews, explains the magnitude and horror that Hezbollah is capable of creating in the United States. He says, “Hezbollah is not an organization you just tackle. They are not some small hornets’ nest you stick your hand in and get moderately stung. These are super bees who can, because of the Iranian connection, wreak havoc to the United States.” The reason for Iran’s possible disturbance over the war with Iraq, is that they would like to see the same type of government Hezbollah is trying to establish in Lebanon. Iran would like to see Iraq establish a religious Islamic state. If Iran thinks about coming after the U.S., they should think a little more carefully. 
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The United States government believes that Hezbollah contains several thousand militants and activists and that Hezbollah is continuing to grow rapidly with young Hebzbollah members being trained and others being won over by the relief and aid Hezbollah has established in southern Lebanon. The FBI is dedicated to locating these terrorists both inside our countries borders and outside and dealing with them justly. These dangerous cells have slipped into the United States so cleverly and have posed as ordinary citizens but behind closed doors they are planning disastrous events and funding severe terrorism. One example of an Arab individual secretly funding terrorism in the United States, took place recently in South Carolina. U.S.A. Today reports a story of Muhamed Hammoud and his friends blending and settling very quickly into America and America’s culture. Hammoud began smuggling cigarettes into Charlotte, South Carolina and selling them in Detroit to avoid taxing. The revenue from these illegal sales helped fund Hezbollah and support further attacks on Israel. The men used false names and fake identities to hide their sales and profits of nearly $2 million dollars. Altogether 19 people were arrested and convicted. After this story was investigated and proved to be true, FBI members drew the conclusion that if there were Hezbollah cells in Charlotte, there are probably hundreds and hundreds of all terrorist cells, or “sleeper cells,” throughout the rest of the U.S. They are still active members of Hezbollah and stay faithful to their cause. A video found belonging to Muhamed Hammoud showed his toddler nephews being asked to “tell them who you are!” The young toddlers raised their fists and 
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responded “Hezbollah, Hezbollah!” Young Shiite Moslems are being trained in the Middle East as well as the United States to carry on the belief system and ambitions of the Hezbollah movement. They are being raised with an attitude of sever hatred towards the west and the United States. Citizens such as Hammoud are using the United States economy to fund their terrorist activity. According to Boston news, email and bank transactions have been intercepted unveiling Hezbollah’s cash offers to those who will complete certain acts of terror. One official states, “''We know that Hezbollah has been trying to recruit suicide bombers in the name of Al Aqsa Martyrs' Brigades to wage attacks that would sabotage the truce, now they are willing to pay $100,000 for a whole operation, [suicide bombing] whereas in the past they paid $20,000, then raised it to $50,000."

With Hezbollah’s presence in the United States and their stubbornness in conforming to the United Nations commands, Hezbollah has become a primary concern of the United States. For over three decades they have stood in the way of peace attempts in the Middle East. Although their support from Syria has recently been cut, they are still making attempts to drive Israel out and establish an entirely Islamic regime in Lebanon and other Arab countries. They will probably experience a greater amount of difficulty, however, as they now need to focus on new ways to fund themselves since Syria has pulled its troops and support out of Lebanon. Hezbollah is completely opposed to the ideas of the west and the United States and they want nothing to do with Christianity.  While 
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the problem of terrorism and resistance to Israel, the west, and the United States is a growing concern, the main dilemma Hezbollah poses flows much deeper than the safety and prosperity of other nations. Hezbollah’s desire is to form one Islamic world ruled by Islam. They hate Christianity and all that it stands for. Islam is a religion that ceases to acknowledge the love of Christ. Hezbollah depicts true Islam by portraying itself as a faith focused on helping others and yet hating the part of the world that wants to bring the most good to other countries. While Hezbollah does provide aid to those suffering in southern Lebanon, they ignore the commands taught by Jesus to love one another and live peaceably with all men. They have refused the commands they have been given by the United Nations wishing to create for them a separate nation with a different faith. Hezbollah leaders would like all to conform to their way of governing and dictating but that simply isn’t an option. Their goal is to destroy all those that oppose them and in doing so they are destroying liberty and peace. Christianity is a religion characterized by love, peace, and liberty. Christians have found their freedom in Christ and the love they possess flows from their relationship with Christ and their desire to become more like him.  Islam stems from hatred and bondage. The Hezbollah movement and governments such as that of Iran wish to deprive their citizens by establishing an Islamic state and they are taking away the rights of those who follow different faiths. They are removing the liberty and freedom that all citizens share to please only a small group of people. It is the duty of Christians as well as the government to warn people against the lure of 
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deceptive groups such as Hezbollah. They may appear to some as a charitable organization but in actuality they are dangerous, armed, and ready to take out anyone who opposes their plan. In their endeavor to establish an Islamic state in Lebanon, they are lacking several needed components making it less of a concern at this time, but their ability to create acts of terror still remains a great threat to the United States and other parts of the world. Hezbollah is a terrorist organization that despises Christianity and any nation that disagrees with them and their agenda. Until Hezbollah surrenders and complies with the United Nations it will still be a primary issue of concern for the remainder of the world, in particular the United States. 
