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Etiquette Training

During the second and third trimesters, Academy eighth graders continue a pilot 
program in etiquette training as they learn proper technique for eating fruit.

Winter Music Concert

Academy students, under the direction of Mrs. Gail Mowry, performed several 
instrumental and vocal pieces as part of the school’s winter concert. Pictures 
denote third and fourth graders with their recorders and members of the Upper 
School orchestra

Student Awards at 
Annual ArtWorks 
Music Scholarship 
Competition
At the Third Annual ArtWorks Music 
Scholarship Competition, Academy students 
once again received several awards for their 
musical talents. On January 11, 2009, 28 
young musicians from the Hillsdale area 
participated in the competition that included 
voice, piano, instrumental, strings, and 
ensemble categories. Congratulations are 
extended to the following Academy student 
winners:

$100 FIRST PRIZE SENIOR VOICE
Elizabeth Brady, “Many a New Day” from 
Oklahoma!, Rodgers and Hammerstein

$20 THIRD PRIZE JUNIOR VOICE
Cecelia Brady, “In My Own Little Corner” 
from Cinderella, Rodgers and Hammerstein

$100 FIRST PRIZE SENIOR STRINGS
Emily Péwé, La Folia, Antonio Corelli

$40 SECOND PRIZE JUNIOR STRINGS
Christina Craig, Allegro Spiritoso, J.B. 
Senaille

$100 FIRST PRIZE SENIOR ENSEMBLE
Ryan Trio: Meg Ryan, Christina Craig, Maggy 
Marino*, “Jesu, Joy Of Man’s Desiring”, J.S. 
Bach

$50 SECOND PRIZE SENIOR ENSEMBLE
Vaillancourt Duet: Katherine Vaillancourt 
and Antonia Busch, “Do You Hear What I 
Hear?” N. Regney and G. Shayne

$60 FIRST PRIZE JUNIOR ENSEMBLE
Jones Duet: Olivia Jones and Katherine 
Houlihan*, “The Christmas Song”, Mel Torme 
and R. Wells

*Although Maggy and Katherine are not 
current Academy students, their talents 
contributed to the winning groups.
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Larkyn Dasch is a 4-foot-7-inch, 12-year-old student at Hillsdale 
Academy, but when this petite young lady leaves her home 
with her .50-caliber muzzleloader, the deer on her family’s 400-

acre farm had better run for cover. During the 2008 season, Larkyn 
harvested a total of six, and the first was a trophy buck that could be 
the envy of most hunters in the region. 
 Hunting is not a new venture for the sixth grader, who has 
attended Hillsdale Academy since kindergarten. She has accompanied 
her father, Dr. Larry Dasch, since she was about six years old and has 
hunted with a bow and arrow since she was ten. As she learned to dress 
out a deer, she became intrigued 
with the animal’s anatomy. After 
completing a hunter safety 
class at the Hillsdale County 
Conservation Club two years 
ago, she developed her proficient 
marksmanship skills by shooting 
targets at the club’s rifle range.  
 This is the first year that 
Larkyn has been old enough to 
hunt with a gun. Accompanied 
by her father, they positioned 
themselves in an elevated blind 
during Michigan’s special youth 
firearms season in September. 
Her father recalls their sense 
of nervous anticipation when a 
very large buck strolled into view. 
Larkyn patiently watched the deer for more than five minutes—a very 
long time for any hunter—before she could take a 65-yard, broadside 
shot that brought down the 16-point, 200-pound buck. Larkyn and 
her mother, Emilie, were hunting together on November 15, opening 
day of Michigan’s firearms season, when Larkyn shot a 9-point buck 
from 50 yards. Later in the season, she added three does and a button 
buck to the tally. 
 A muzzleloader, rather than a shotgun, is Larkyn’s weapon 
of choice. Mrs. Dasch explained, “Because the bullet is smaller, it 
achieves a greater velocity, making the gun more accurate at greater 
distances.” Dr. Dasch also believes there can be less kickback in a 
muzzleloader, as compared to a shotgun. “If a youngster anticipates 
a significant kick,” he said, “it can cause him or her to flinch when 
pulling the trigger, which increases the likelihood of a bad aim.” While 
Larkyn understands these advantages, she also knows that she only 
can take one shot before she begins the lengthy process to reload the 
gun. She said that she must first clean the gun by running a patch of 
cotton down the barrel with the ramrod. Then she must accurately 
measure and pour powder into the gun, press the bullet into its sabot, 
and push the bullet down the gun barrel using a ramrod. Finally, she 
can pick up the gun, open the action, and put in the primer. Getting 
a second shot when hunting with a muzzleloader is highly unlikely.   

 Early in December, Larkyn gave a presentation about her hunting 
experiences for Academy students in Grades 3 through 7. She talked 
about the trophy buck and how she believes she had found a set of his 
earlier antlers. When asked about her friends’ reactions to hunting, 
she responded matter of factly: “Lots of my classmates have parents 
and siblings who hunt. Others don’t mind that I hunt, but some aren’t 
interested.” 
 As an active participant in the family’s farming operation, 
Larkyn learns firsthand about agriculture, animal husbandry, and 
wildlife conservation. The Dasches also raise sheep, chickens, rabbits, 

turkeys, geese, and ducks, care 
for a hive of honeybees, and run 
a small bed-and-breakfast. For 
the past two years, the family 
has been a member of Quality 
Deer Management Association, a 
national organization that works 
to improve the whitetail deer 
herd. Clover, alfalfa, soybeans, 
corn, and other crops that 
nourish deer are planted in their 
fields. Wooded areas, specially 
developed ground cover, and 
wetlands also provide excellent 
natural habitats. Due to the large 
number of deer in Hillsdale 
County and on the Dasches’ 
property, special permits from 

the Michigan Department of Natural Resources may be obtained to 
manage the deer population. The family focuses on large bucks that 
are approximately four years old, but out of necessity, they also must 
harvest does. They freeze much of the venison for the family’s food 
supply and give the remainder to friends and neighbors.         
 Larkyn enjoys working with the domestic animals and watching 
the wildlife. “It’s fun to see the behavior of the animals,” she said. 
“When I was deer hunting this year, a fawn approached some turkeys. 
They played together as they both wanted to eat.”  
 While the hunting season is over for 2008, Larkyn’s interest in the 
sport has not ended. For her Academy science fair project in January, 
she studied bullet trajectories using her muzzleloader to determine 
how much higher or lower it shoots at different distances. According 
to her mother, “This was prompted because she missed a couple of 
deer this year and hit a couple high.”  
 Not all of Larkyn’s time is devoted to hunting, making honey, 
or doing other chores. Her teacher said, “She is a very good student 
who excels in math and science.” Larkyn is thinking about a career 
in the medical profession, like her father. She also takes private piano 
lessons and participates on her school’s basketball, volleyball, and 
track teams. When all these activities do not require her attention, 
she said, “I like to play on the farm.”

Academy Student Larkyn Dasch Excels
as One of Hillsdale County’s Young Hunters

Larkyn Dasch and her trophy buck
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In late 2008 and as part of the government bailout, 
President Bush signed the Tax Extenders and Alternative 
Minimum Tax Relief Act of 2008. Among its many 

provisions, this legislation extends the IRA rollover benefits 
offered by the Pension Protection Act of 2006 and allows 
traditional and Roth IRA owners, age 70 ½ or older, to make 
tax-free rollovers of any amount up to $100,000 to public 
charities, such as Hillsdale College.
 This important provision expires on December 31, 2009, 
however, so rollovers can only be made until the end of the 
year at a maximum amount of $100,000 per person per year. In 
addition to the age 70 ½ minimum age requirement, there are 
several other restrictions as well. First, this gift can only come 
from your individual retirement account—no gifts from other 
qualified plans are allowed (although assets in 401 (k), 403 (b), 
and SEP-IRA can usually be “rolled over” from the current 
plan to an IRA). Second, the rollover must be in the form of an 
outright gift to Hillsdale—it cannot be used to fund any type 
of life income (e.g., gift annuity, charitable trust) arrangement. 
And finally, the distribution must be issued as payable to 
Hillsdale College, even if it is delivered to you for forwarding. 

 If you are looking for a way to make additional cash 
contributions above your current 50 percent of AGI limit, don’t 
itemize your deductions, or fear that an increased AGI will 
result in more exemption phase-outs/deduction limitations, 
push you into a higher tax bracket, or cause more of your Social 
Security income to be taxed, the IRA rollover might be right 
for you. Additionally, you can direct your gift to any area of 
College operations, including Hillsdale Academy.
 Since state and local tax laws may differ regarding the 
inclusion of an IRA distribution in taxable income, please 
consult your personal legal and financial advisors before 
completing this gift.
 For more information and a sample letter that you can 
send to your IRA custodian, please call the Hillsdale College 
Gift and Estate Planning Office at (800) 334-8904.

IRS Circular 230 Notice: 
We have advised you to seek your own legal and tax advice in 
connection with gift and estate planning matters.  Hillsdale does 
not provide legal or tax advice.  This communication (including 
any attachments) is not intended or written to be used, and 
cannot be used, for the purpose of avoiding tax-related penalties.

New Law Allows Tax-Free Rollovers
of IRA Assets to Hillsdale College

an Edwin Thacher cylindrical slide rule 
from 1896. Thacher, an American bridge 
engineer, first patented the slide rule in 
1881. “Our Upper School students have 
used it to perform high-level scientific and 
mathematical calculations,” Dr. Calvert 
said, “and they are intrigued to consider 
this tool was driven by the human brain 
rather than electronic equipment.” This fine 
instrument impresses others at the Academy, 
as well. “Our teachers are enthralled with its 
intricate design,” Dr. Calvert added. In the 
summer of 2008, the Thacher slide rule was 
donated to the Academy by Jack and Annette 
Henderson, also members of The President’s 
Club. Other slide rules from the 1920s, the 
1940s, and the 1970s were donated to the 
school by Mr. Roy Calvert, a retired chemical 
engineer and father of Dr. Calvert.   
 “Our small Academy museum brings to 
life the history our students learn every day,” 
Dr. Calvert said. “In the humanities and 
in the sciences, they come to understand 
all that they have inherited from previous 
generations.” 

on what they had just heard and seen. 
Their familiarity with the tale and music 
heightened their appreciation and enjoyment 
of the performance. From the balcony, the 
students viewed the orchestra pit, and The 
Young Violinists, Academy Orchestra, and 
Academy Band students were especially awed 
by the talent of the Toledo Orchestra.
 The opening moments when the 
elaborate set was revealed with the dancing 
and merrymaking and the vicious battle 
between the King of Mice and the nutcracker 
were especially mesmerizing. But whether 
it was the mysterious dance of “Chocolate” 
from Spain or the final emergence of the 
Sugar Plum Fairy, the Academy students 
remained at the edge of their seats. Second 
grader Gretchen Siegel alternated between 
leaning forward in rapt attention to reading 
and following the program desperately by 
the faint light at the base of her end-row 
seat. Gretchen later told me: “I have The 
Nutcracker movie at home, and I like to 
watch it every day (during the holidays). 

I liked seeing it in the theater. It was 
beautiful.”
 After the performance, the Academy 
students enjoyed lunch at a HomeTown 
Buffet. The meal was a hit with its variety 
and all-you-can-eat appeal, but the dessert 
and ice cream sundae bar was the perfect 
topping for a memorable day during the 
holiday season.

Mrs. Judith Murray provides Lower School 
support services and is the mother of eighth-grade 
twins, Dillon and Hunter Murray.

Historical Treasures
Continued from page 5

Nutcracker
Continued from page 5
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Senior Ethan Smith is the 2008 recipient of the Wendy’s High 
School Heisman Award for the state of Michigan. Connaught 
Blood, also a member of the Class of 2009, was one of ten 

finalists in the girls’ category. Each year, the award is granted to 
one young man and one young woman based on academic aptitude, 
athletic talent, and community leadership. Since 1994, the Wendy’s 
High School Heisman program, awarded in conjunction with the 
collegiate Heisman, has celebrated the achievements of the nation’s 
top high school seniors both in and out of the classroom.
 More than 10,000 student-athletes from Michigan applied 
for the High School Heisman. Ethan Smith said he was interested 
i n it ia l ly  i n  complet i ng t he 
application because he knew the 
first 2,000 applicants would receive 
Wendy’s gift cards. He occasionally 
tracked the selection process online 
and began to take it more seriously 
when his name was included in the 
top ten. And then one day he looked 
and was surprised that he had been 
selected, but he humbly kept the 
information to himself. When Mr. 
Mike Roberts, athletic director and 
teacher at Hillsdale Academy, gave 
him the good news a few days later, 
Ethan acknowledged that he already 
knew he had won.
 “The award is quite an honor,” 
Ethan said. “Sometimes I don’t 
realize how much it really means, and the recognition has been a 
little overwhelming.”
 Mr. Roberts reports that Ethan is a well-rounded student who 
excels in all three qualification categories. Academically, Ethan is 
very near the top of his class. A skilled athlete, Ethan has participated 
in basketball, soccer, and track and field for four years, and cross-
country for three years. He is also involved in several community 
activities.
 “My parents taught me that we should serve our community,” 
Ethan said. While he has been involved in his church for many years, 
he is now active in the youth group. This year, he helped with the 
Christmas Eve dinner for those less fortunate in the community. 
Last June, he and other teens from the church went on a mission 
trip to Kentucky as part of Christian Appalachian Project. “This was 
our first year,” he said, “so we helped the elderly and disabled with 
housecleaning, both inside and out. We power washed one man’s 
house, and cleaned and reorganized the kitchen for a woman in a 
wheelchair.”
 For two years, Ethan has coached a basketball team for 
fourth- through sixth-grade boys in the Hillsdale area. He teaches 
the fundamentals of the game, and the team participates in local 
tournaments on weekends.

 Another community project was prompted because Ethan 
fondly remembers the annual Turkey Trot when he was a young 
Academy student. This fall, he reinstituted and organized the 
running and walking activity for K-12 students and adults. The 
Turkey Trot was sponsored by the school’s National Honor Society, 
of which he is a member, and proceeds from the November race 
will be used for the 2009 junior/senior trip to Greece and Italy.
 Reflecting on his enrollment at Hillsdale Academy since 
kindergarten, Ethan said, “It has been a good experience, it’s been 
a supportive environment, and I know people because it’s small.” 
At one time, he considered transferring to another school. “I 

thought about changing schools 
in eighth grade, but I’m glad 
I stayed,” he said. “Hillsdale 
Academy has prepared me well 
for college, both in academics 
and in building character.”
	 Ethan has not decided where 
he will continue his education 
after graduation, but he wants to 
pursue a career in engineering. 
Depending on which school he 
chooses, he will participate in 
athletics. “I will play intramural 
sports wherever I go,” he said. “I 
can’t give that up.”

Connaught Blood Finishes in the Top Ten
 Connaught Blood, another extraordinary student-athlete 
at Hillsdale Academy, was one of the top ten young women in 
Michigan considered for the Wendy’s High School Heisman Award. 
Connaught came to the Academy as an eighth grader when her 
family moved to Hillsdale from Alaska.
 “I was very surprised and honored to be in the top ten,” 
Connaught said. “Ethan (Smith) told me how I’d done, but he 
never said that he was the state winner.”
 At Hillsdale Academy, Connaught has excelled in golf for 
five years, girls’ basketball for four years, and track for two years. 
“Connaught is an outstanding role model for all our students,” Mr. 
Roberts said. “She leads by example, her classmates respect her, and 
she works extremely hard in all her activities. She is a determined 
student-athlete.”
 Ethan received a medal for his accomplishments, and both 
students were given gift certificates to Wendy’s. In addition, 
they have been able to list this prestigious award on their college 
applications. Perhaps that’s even better than a creamy chocolate 
Frosty on a warm spring day.

Hillsdale Academy Has Its Own Heisman Winners

Dave Wenglekowski, owner of a Wendy’s franchise near 
Lansing, Michigan, recognizes Wendy’s High School Heisman 

award recipients Connaught Blood and Ethan Smith.
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Sports Update
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Teaching children the fundamentals 
of any sport increases their skill for 
future athletic competition. Due 

to the volunteer efforts of two Hillsdale 
Academy parents this winter, Academy and 
other community students participated in 
Junior Pro Basketball. 
 Junior Pro originated at the Academy a 
year ago when the school’s athletic director 
and varsity basketball coaches voiced their 
interest. Mr. Rick Milligan, who is now the 
boys’ junior varsity basketball coach and 
assistant coach for the varsity team, agreed 
to direct the program. He is assisted by Mr. 
Rick Jenkins.  
 “Junior Pro, which gives preliminary 
exposure to the game, allows students to 
determine if they like the sport, teaches 
the fundamentals of basketball, and helps 
to develop skills,” Mr. Milligan said. 
“This early training will benefit basketball 
programs in whatever schools the students 
attend.” Approximately 20 girls and boys in 
Grades 3-6 met at the Academy gymnasium 
on Saturday mornings for six weeks in 
December and January. They showcased 

their training during half time of an 
Academy boys’ varsity basketball game in 
January and a girls’ varsity basketball game 
in February. 
 Two of Mr. Jenkins’  daughters 
participate in Junior Pro. Laura, a third 
grader, and Anna, a fifth-grader, enjoy 
getting together with friends to play 

basketball.  “I’m learning to play defense,” 
said Laura, while Anna added, “I’m learning 
how to shoot better.”
 Mr. Milligan plans to continue the 
program. He said, “We hope one day to 
include Academy athletes from the varsity 
boys’ and girls’ basketball teams in teaching 
and being role models for Junior Pro.” 

Young Academy Colts Learn about Basketball

2008 Varsity Volleyball Champions

The Hillsdale Academy girls’ varsity volleyball 
team, under the direction of fifth-year head 
coach Matt Miller, completed its third 

consecutive season with over 30 wins. Along with 
an impressive 31-13-7 overall record, the Colts 
won their fourth consecutive district title. They 
also finished second in the South Central Athletic 
Association (SCAA) East Division with a 14-2 record. 
Juniors Grace Leutheuser and Laura Wonders and 
sophomore Heather Lantis earned All-Conference 
honors. Leutheuser was also named Second-Team 
All-State for the second consecutive year.   

Future basketball players enjoy Junior Pro competition 
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2009 Academy School Year
Saturday, May 2...........................................................SAT Exam

Wednesday, May 20....................................................Senior Class Night

Monday, May 25..........................................................No School – Memorial Day

Tuesday, May 26 – Thursday, May 28.......................Upper School Exams

Wednesday, May 27....................................................Moving-Up Ceremony

Thursday, May 28........................................................Spring Sports Awards
	 and Senior Athlete Night

Friday, May 29.............................................................Noon Dismissal for Last Day of Classes

Sunday, May 31............................................................Commencement
	 with Victor Davis Hanson, Speaker

Wednesday, June 3 – Sunday, June 14...................... Junior/Senior Trip to Greece and Italy

Thursday, August 27...................................................Faculty Meeting/Orientation

Monday, August 31.....................................................First Day of School for 2009-2010


