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December 14, 2011
Dear Friend, 

With the campus blanketed in snow, winter has definitely arrived.  As the air chills, the warmth of the holidays is also upon us.  Christmas cheer is decking the halls as holiday parties are underway and students are looking forward to a well-deserved holiday hiatus.  It is wonderful to see the students and professors relax after a hectic semester.  The mental snapshot of professors walking their trusted canines across a snow-dusted campus will linger as a vignette of the peace that is settling upon us like the first snowflakes of winter.  It is a joyful time to be a part of the Hillsdale family, and a reminder that while we know how to work hard, we also take time to slow down and enjoy the fruits of our labors.  At this time of year we particularly remember those who have been an integral part of our ongoing labors of love—those such as you, whom we count as friends at the forefront of liberty.  As I write this letter, I am thinking of you and hoping that you understand what an important part you are of all that we accomplish here at Hillsdale College.
The Sporting Life at Hillsdale College
For a school of just over 1,400 students, and keenly focused on academic excellence, you would think that sports would lag a distant third place in terms of winning results.  Not so at Hillsdale College, where the Hillsdale Chargers rolled on to many victories this semester, winning respect and distinction on a national level.  More about this later, since first I would like to share just how we plan to make the sports complex a more accommodating space for student athletes—both varsity and club sport athletes, as well as the general College population.

The extended winter in southern Michigan is of benefit to those who like to “stay in and study” since there is little motivation to go outside (except for winter sporting enthusiasts).  For student athletes, it is an uphill battle to stay in competition shape, and the George Roche Health Education and Sports Complex is a facility that is heavily used by both the College population and the greater Hillsdale community.  In an effort to meet with the necessity of maintaining a competitive edge for student athletes and for those who just wish to stay fit, a new Hillsdale College Track and Tennis Building is being planned as well as an all-purpose turf facility.

The new Track and Tennis Building will encompass approximately 82,000 square feet, and will include a six- to eight-lane, 200-meter regulation track and four indoor tennis courts.  The building will house both men’s and women’s locker rooms on the lower level.  The main floor of the track and tennis facility will provide a venue large enough to house all-campus events, such as commencement, convocation, and concerts.  Approximate cost is $5.5 million.  A leadership gift has been made toward this amount by Mr. Frank Biermann of South Carolina.

The 45,000 square-foot turf building will be an all-purpose facility, and will be used for club sports and flag football, as well as winter practices for football, baseball, and softball.  Approximate cost of this building is $2.5 million.
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A renovation of the student Fitness Center in Jesse Philips Arena is also planned to accommodate varsity basketball, volleyball, and a student health and wellness center.  A two- to three-story mezzanine with a climbing wall will be constructed at the north end of the gymnasium.  The tiers of the mezzanine will include fitness equipment, a dance studio, and a smoothie bar.  The existing track and courts will be replaced with four new hardwood courts with moveable bleachers on each side.  One court will be available for general student use at all times, while the other three will be used for varsity basketball and volleyball practices and games.  The approximate cost of this renovation is $2 million.  For further information on these projects, please contact John Cervini at jcervini@hillsdale.edu or phone (517) 607-2470.

The Leaders of the Pack:  Hillsdale College Chargers

The success of the Chargers this past semester, and the years preceding, substantiate the need for expanded and enhanced facilities.  Take for instance, the outstanding performances of the women’s volleyball, men’s football, and the College’s shooting team.

Football in Fall 2011:  The Hillsdale Chargers finished first in the GLIAC (Great Lakes Intercollegiate Athletic Conference) with seven conference wins.  The football team was tied for the championship play-0ffs with Saginaw Valley State University and Wayne State University.  Saginaw Valley has a student body headcount of 10,790 and Wayne State has a total enrollment of 31,505.  Both of these institutions accept all forms of state and federal funding, which makes it all the more impressive that Hillsdale College is able to stand tall despite—and because of—our refusal of any form of federal and state taxpayer monies.  It is notable that Head Football Coach and Assistant Professor of Physical Education Keith Otterbein was recently named AFCA (American Football Coaches Association) Region 3 Coach of the Year, for the fourth year in a row.  Keith was once a Charger football player as well, and was recruited by the legendary Jack McAvoy.  Some outstanding football alumni making their way in the National Football League (NFL) include Jared Veldheer, ’09, who is a starting offensive tackle for the Oakland Raiders.  Also playing in the NFL is Andre Holmes, ’10, a wide receiver for the Dallas Cowboys.
Volleyball in Fall 2011:  The 2011 Hillsdale College volleyball team has made Charger history as the first Hillsdale College athletic program to qualify for an NCAA Division II Final Four. The Chargers finished the fall season with a 31-3 overall record, losing in the national semifinals to undefeated and top-ranked Cal State-San Bernardino.  This year’s Charger volleyball team advanced farther in the national tournament level than any other Charger team, and earned a number of team and individual awards that came with a championship level of playing.  This marks the third year that the Lady Chargers have won the GLIAC championship.  Chris Gravel, in his 16th season as head volleyball coach, was named the Midwest Region Coach of the Year for the second year in a row.
Trap Shooting Team:  The Hillsdale College Shotgun Team competed at the University of Kentucky in early November as part of the South Eastern Open Championships sponsored by the SCTP (Scholastic Clay Target Program).  With a broad field of 16 colleges and close to 200 shooters, some of the top teams from across the nation competed.  Hillsdale’s team finished in third place in the American Trap Doubles Competition, just four targets behind the winning team.  Hillsdale finished fifth overall for the event, with only 100 out of 2250 targets behind the top teams.  Bearing in mind that the Hillsdale shooting program has been in existence only a few years, it is clear that our shooting team members possess keen focus and abundant natural ability.  The next competition will take place on March 27-28, 2012, in San Antonio, Texas, with the ACUI (Association of Colleges Union International) National Championship.  We will keep our sights aimed upon the shooting team’s progress.
Hillsdale Graduates Helping to Change Our Nation’s Course

If you are reading this letter, you are part of the Hillsdale’s efforts to redirect the course of this nation through a return to the principles set forth in the U.S. Constitution.  I write today with an update on alumni who are working hard at the forefront of liberty in the nation’s policy institutes and think tanks, as well as those who serve as elected officials and legislative aides.  This list exhibits how Hillsdale College is having an immediate impact on policy decisions within our nation’s capital and beyond.
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· Kathy Viviano, ‘90, Republican Circuit Court Judge, Macomb County, Michigan.
· Thomas Morrison, ‘97, Republican Illinois State House District 54 Representative.

· Aric Nesbitt, ‘01, Republican Representative Michigan State House District 80.

· Hans Zeiger, Eagle Scout, ‘07, Republican Representative for Washington State House District 25.
· Rebecca Duberstein, ’11, working for Congressman Herger from California. Serves as the Congressman’s legislative correspondent and assists with constituent mail responses.  She is also a legislative assistant who oversees such issues as drug control, homeland security, veterans, and government reform.
· A recent graduate of Hillsdale will be clerking for Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas this spring (name to be released once the clerkship is announced).
· Will Dunham, ’07, Senior Legislative Assistant, U.S. Representative Tom McClintock.  As a senior legislative assistant, Will is responsible for monitoring pending legislation, conducting research, drafting legislation, giving advice and counsel, and making recommendations.
· Chris Chocola, ’84, President of Club for Growth, Political Advocacy Group, Washington, D.C.  Chris served as Congressman for two terms representing Indiana’s Second Congressional District. 
· Victor Joecks, ’06, Communications Director, Nevada Policy Research Institute, Las Vegas, Nevada.
· Emilia Huneke-Bergquist, ’10, Donor Relations Coordinator, FreedomWorks, Washington, D.C.
· Katie Truesdell,’06, Manager of External Relations, Illinois Policy Institute, Chicago, Illinois.
· David Talbot, ’07, Regional Development Officer, Leadership Institute, Arlington, Virginia.
· James Sherk, ’03, Senior Policy Analyst, Heritage Foundation, Washington, D.C. 

· Brandon Carmack, ’10, Director of Development, The Prometheus Institute, Minnesota. 
· Benjamin Stafford, ’08, Foundation for Economic Education (FEE), Atlanta, Georgia.

· Raz Shafer, ’09, Texas Executive Director and Deputy Director of New Media, American Majority.

· Sarah Gough, ’02, Illinois Executive Director at American Majority, Chicago, Illinois.
· Joy Pullman (Pavelski), ’09, Education Research Fellow and Managing Editor of School Reform News, The Heartland Institute, Chicago, Illinois
· Stephen Klein, ’05, Staff Attorney and Research Counsel, Wyoming Liberty Group

No such list for Hillsdale would be complete without mentioning former Congressman Phil Crane who represented the 8th District of Illinois from 1969 to 2005.  His leadership paved the way for the Hillsdale graduates who have worked on Capitol Hill in the decade since his retirement from office.
A Day in the Life of the Kirby Center

A location such as 227 Massachusetts Avenue N.E., in Washington, D.C., often places the Allan P. Kirby, Jr. Center for Constitutional Studies and Citizenship right at the heart of matters.  One such happening took place on Thursday, November 17, and involved Senator Mike Lee (R-UT) and the Tea Party Debt Commission, a group sponsored by the grassroots organization FreedomWorks.  I quote here from the online publication, The Blaze, which provides a succinct review of the events on that took place on November 17, 2011:
“The drama was set in motion when the Senate Rules Committee reportedly blocked the Tea Party Debt Commission from unveiling its budget proposal at the Capitol, with staff members removing microphones and locking doors to the room where the group was set to present its findings.  FreedomWorks, the organization that organized the “months-long, crowd-sourced effort” among Tea Party members to develop a budget proposal, said in a release that the scheduled, pre-approved informal hearing was suddenly cancelled.  Senator Chuck Schumer (D-NY) chairs the committee. Participants relocated to Hillsdale College’s Kirby Center, a few blocks from the Capitol.”

The following is a firsthand recounting of the events that ensued from the Assistant Director at the Kirby Center, Craig Kreinbihl, Class of 2009.

Thursday, November 17, 2011, Dateline Kirby Center, Washington, D.C.

“12:00 p.m. – 1:15 p.m.:  Constitutional Leadership Seminar Internship Luncheon talk with Don Devine.  Dr. Devine is vice chairman of the American Conservative Union and the editor of 
Conservative Battleline.
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1:25 p.m.:  Rob Axson of Senator Lee’s office dropped by to explain that he didn’t have much information, but it sounded like his boss might be getting his Tea Party hearing kicked out of the Capitol and he wondered if we could help.  (Note:  The Kirby Center has been working with Senator Lee’s staff as part of the Constitutional Foundations and the Future of Liberty Seminars for his staff and interns.)

1:30 p.m.:  Received approval from Kirby Center Director David Bobb to host the event.
1:35 p.m.:  Began preparing room for possible meeting. 

1:40 p.m.:  Received word from Senator Lee’s staff that they would be using our conference space and that they were coming from the Capitol for a 2:00 p.m. start time. 

1:50 p.m.:  Received word that the media was covering this event.

2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.:  Tea Party Debt Commission sponsored by Senator Lee and FreedomWorks.
2:05 p.m.:  Influx of 250-plus guests resulting in standing room only in the conference space.
4:30 p.m.:  Session concludes and most leave, after spending some time in the Kirby Center and learning about Hillsdale College from interns and College staff.
4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.:  Special tour and discussion of Hillsdale and Kirby Center mission and potential resources to a group of interested citizens.
6:00: p.m.:  WHIP (Washington Hillsdale Internship Program) dinner with former Congressman John Shadegg (former U.S. Representative from Arizona’s 3rd congressional district, 1995- 2011.)  Mr. Shadegg discussed “How Congress Works” with Hillsdale students.
Members of Congress that were present included Senator Lee (R-UT), who welcomed everyone and thanked Hillsdale, Senator Rand Paul (R-KY), Representatives.  Joe Walsh (R-IL), Steve King (R-IA), Mike Pence (R-IN), Mick Mulvaney (R-SC), and Paul Broun (R-GA).  Representative Broun received a standing ovation when he offered to help draft and sponsor legislation that could eventually allow FreedomWorks’ recommended cuts to become law.
Results:  The Kirby staff distributed around one hundred Constitution pocket guides and many Imprimis issues to the visitors. Several attendees indicated that they would like to support Hillsdale College and the Kirby Center.  This event was a morale boost for the Kirby Center staff and exhibited the Kirby staffs’ ability to do something significant and on short order (and with other concurrent events).  It helped to put the Kirby Center on the map in a key way and provided wonderful synergy with the work we have been doing with our WHIP students and with Senator Lee and others like him.  We received a good amount of press and social media attention. We were involved with the number one issue in politics today and provided a forum for an important discussion, all the while introducing citizens to the Kirby Center’s activities and resources.”
And so ends the report on “a day in the life of the Kirby Center and its staff.”  For further information, or should you know of an organization (or individuals) that will be visiting Washington, D.C., in the near future and might enjoy a tour of the Kirby Center, please contact Craig at (202) 600-7309 or by e-mailing ckreinbihl@hillsdale.edu.
The Online Course Marches Ahead

It may very well be that this past semester you took a moment to participate in the College’s introductory version of the new online Constitution course.  As the fall semester comes to a close, further progress is taking place.  For instance, the course now has an official title, “Constitution 101:  The Meaning and History of the Constitution,” and a teaching faculty.  This coming spring of 2012, a digital textbook (the U.S. Constitution Reader) will be available.  Ten more segments of the Online Constitution course will be filmed this month and will be made available online this spring.

It is no overstatement to say that the demand for such a course is staggering.  As of December 8, 2012, there have been 420,963 visitors to the site and over 187,000 registrations.  The course will be offered free of charge for the ten weeks of sessions with a $50 donation suggested.  Each of the 40-minute lectures will feature weekly interactive question-and-answer sessions, blog discussions, and quizzes, launched each Monday morning.  The online launch date is still under discussion, since the lectures are still being videotaped and the editing process time frame is difficult to gauge.

-5-

Stay posted via the online course website (www.constitution.hillsdale.edu) and make sure to sign up for the course in order to receive the latest updates.  Also, please see the enclosed course overview for a list of lecture titles, further details, and participating professors from the Politics Department.  For further information, you may contact either of the College’s marketing specialists, namely Fred Hadra by phone (517) 607-2745 or by e-mailing fhadra@hillsdale.edu or William Gray by phone at (517) 607-2736 or e-mail wgray@hillsdale.edu.  I encourage you to register for the course and be one of the first to study with us online at constitution.hillsdale.edu.
On Volunteering for Hillsdale College

Did you know there are 497 Associates currently on the volunteer roster for Hillsdale College?  The number of volunteers has increased in the past six months due to a concerted effort on our part.  It takes many hands, willing hearts, and good minds to keep Hillsdale College and its students in good stead.  Here are a few of the ways that you might be called upon to help the College in the future.
· Volunteers for the College are asked to be always on the look-out for prospective students, as referrals are one of the best ways to match the right student with Hillsdale College.  Should you know of a potential Hillsdale student, please contact the Admissions Office directly at (517) 607-2327 or e-mail hillsdale.admissions@hillsdale.edu:

· Volunteers promote a general awareness of Hillsdale College by adding names to the Imprimis circulation list (an Imprimis add sheet is enclosed), host or help at Hillsdale receptions, and if so inclined, give speeches about the College at community organizations.
· Our volunteers share news about the College’s many works on behalf of the U.S. Constitution with their state and local government representatives and fellow citizens.  
· Volunteers also serve as a trusted referral source for professional services (lawyers, appraisers, real estate agents, and the like) in their communities for the College’s Gift and Estate Planning Office as well as giving College staff advice when choosing locations for events.

· Volunteers share information about Hillsdale and its unique stature in higher education with professionals in their area, including attorneys, accountants, financial planners/advisors, and others involved in recommending charities of choice for their clients.
· They also share information about the Hillsdale Academy with those interested in learning more about alternatives to the traditional public school system. 
· Volunteers and friends alike spread the good news about the Barney Charter School Initiative, which was developed to foster the creation of charter schools based upon a classical liberal arts elementary and high school curriculum like that at Hillsdale Academy.

If you wish to be involved in a survey regarding use and ease of navigation of the Hillsdale College website (which is in the process of being upgraded) please send me an e-mail at kruddy@hillsdale.edu and I will forward the link when it is available.  We appreciate your help in spreading the good news about Hillsdale and its students.  

Year-End Tax Alert

On December 31, 2011, the tax-free IRA charitable rollover will expire.  Through the end of this year, individuals age 70 ½ or older are still allowed to make tax-free distributions, up to $100,000, from individual retirement accounts (IRAs) to public charities, such as Hillsdale College.  The rollover is a complete “wash” for tax purposes, since there is no charitable deduction for the transfer, and you 

would not have to report the distribution as taxable income.  Any distribution from your IRA to Hillsdale would also fulfill some or all of your required minimum distribution without increasing your taxable income.  While you cannot use this distribution to establish a life income plan such as a charitable gift annuity or charitable remainder trust, you may direct your gift to any area of operations at Hillsdale College.  Please consult with your personal legal and financial advisors before completing such a gift.
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Hillsdale’s Gift and Estate Planning Office may be reached at (800) 334-8904 if you have any questions or would like further information.  With tax laws in flux, it is important to remember that we have only until the end of 2011 to make a tax-free IRA distribution to Hillsdale College.  By taking action now, we can help to further the independence of Hillsdale College in the years ahead.

Gatherings with Likeminded Others:  Hillsdale Events in Winter/Spring 2012
From off-campus receptions and luncheons to on-campus CCA seminars and Visiting Professor Lectures, the year ahead is replete with opportunities to connect with likeminded others at Hillsdale events.  The enclosed schedule details the locations and dates of upcoming gatherings.  If you would like to be added to our e-mail invitation lists, please send your preferred e-mail address to kruddy@hillsdale.edu.  If you are interested in volunteering at a Hillsdale event, please contact me by email or phone (517) 607-2544.

For invitations to CCA seminars, please contact Mary Jo Von Ewegen at mvonewegen@hillsdale.edu or phone (517) 607-2238.  Contact Cheryl Clawson for the latest cruise information at (517) 607-2601 or e-mail cclawson@hillsdale.edu.  To attend Freedom Forums and Hillsdale Hostels, contact Sandi Henry at (888) 886-1174 or via e-mail at shenry@hillsdale.edu.  For Hillsdale receptions and luncheons please contact Jackie Linebrink at (517) 607-2470 or e-mail jlinebrink@hillsdale.edu.  For Kirby Center events, phone Craig Kreinbihl at (202) 248-5084 or e-mail kirbycenter@hillsdale.edu.  We look forward to seeing you soon!
Hillsdale College:  Shining Citadel of Liberty
Nearly one-quarter of Hillsdale College employees are graduates of the school.  This number amounts to 113 Hillsdale graduates who work in various capacities within the Departments of Institutional Advancement, Admissions, Personnel, Accounting, Hillsdale Academy, Academics, Athletics, Marketing, External Affairs—in short, just about every area of operations of the College.  Their love for Hillsdale College and its students is reflected in their work.  It is as simple as that.  I hope you feel the same way about your involvement with Hillsdale College and the amazing work that is being accomplished here on behalf of our mutual liberties as American citizens.  
There is much that has been done and much yet to be done.  Such is the enduring nature of our work and of living a life of service to others.  Isn’t that what we are about?  Living a life of service—to our families, our Creator, and outstanding individuals such as Hillsdale College students, is the heart of living.  The young students stepping off into a question-mark future don’t know the bravery of their actions, but we do since hindsight is twenty-twenty.  We also realize the courage you have shown by investing the rewards for your labor and integrity in Hillsdale College.  The only form of true thanks that we can give for your friendship is to do the very best we can, and then a little more.  

As the gift of Christmas approaches, may you know the depth to which you are appreciated by the Hillsdale College family.  May you be aware that every day we are hard at work in making the world a better place for those who will follow in the path that is being blazed.  I wish you and yours a Christmas that is full of good cheer.  May you have more than a moment to give thanks for giving and receiving and for dreams as yet unrealized, waiting just around the next corner.  Bring on the New Year of 2012!  We will be ready, thanks to your trust and friendship.






Sincerely,
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Kathleen Ruddy, ’82

Director of Associates and Special Projects

Enclosures

