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Preschool Pages

249 Hillsdale Street, Hillsdale College (517) 439-0154
Greetings!

As the semester comes to a close, I would like to take this opportunity to share specific information about our program.  At Mary Randall, learning takes place through direct instruction and guided instruction within the planned curriculum.  
Teaching materials are balanced among those that are directed, self-correcting and open-ended.  Under the careful tutelage of our highly trained teachers, your children grow responsibly and maturely in independence and individual accomplishments.  We offer a program that is unparalleled.  The college affords your children many unique learning opportunities.  We are able to utilize campus facilities and invite professors from various disciplines to demonstrate their knowledge and talents. 
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Curricular Focus

For this newsletter, we will highlight practices utilized in planning units of instruction for your children as engaged learners.  As a result of attending the conference for the National Association of Educators of Young Children, we modified our existing curricular structure.  Each instructional unit was extended from one week of study to four weeks of instruction.  

After careful consideration, we determined this method of instruction allows for an in-depth investigation of each subject.  The children have a deeper understanding of the facts, terms and principles involved with each instructional unit.  As a result, the teachers are able to develop more complex ideas with the children.

Our planning begins with the simplest component of each unit.  For example, we introduced our harvest unit with identifying animals on the farm.  This allowed the children to demonstrate prior knowledge while learning new information.   The following week, we added the component of farming equipment and how it is used.  The children got a first-hand look at a tractor and learned about its many uses (see picture on left).  Harvesting crops was the next component of this unit.  We looked at many types of harvest including orchards, gardens and fields.  The conclusion of this instructional unit was completed in conjunction with the Hillsdale County Fair.  The children were able to attend the Fair Day Parade to celebrate the harvest.  The children learned about the participation of community members and their display of a particular craft.  
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The month of October was spent investigating various groups of birds including song birds, migratory birds, unique birds and eagles.  The children gained a better understanding of the reasons for migration and the four flyways found in the United States.  Our campus walk allowed us to gain a better understanding of the symbolism of our National bird.  The last week of the unit focused on night flyers.  During this week, the children learned bats are actually mammals and the unique structure of the owl.  
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For the remainder of the semester, the children learned about fine arts.  This unit encompassed art and artists, architecture, music and musical performances.  We learned a great deal about artists like Monet, Seurat, Picasso, van Gogh, da Vinci, Degas and Warhol.  We took a tour through the Sage Center for the Arts on campus to experience an art show by Sam Knecht.  He is an extremely talented painter who graciously offered us an opportunity to tour his show.  In line with our study of architecture, the children identified the three types of capitals found on campus.  
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The last component of our fine arts unit was music.  Chris McCourry, a talented musician and college instructor of music, shared a variety of horns and mutes with the children.  Our Christmas Program enabled the children to put on their own musical performance.  
These extended units have proven to be exceptional and successful in developing complex ideas.  We look forward to continuing this process with your child next semester.   Thank you for the opportunity to work with you and your child at Mary Randall Preschool.
MARY RANDALL PRESCHOOL CALENDAR FOR SPRING 2009
Monday, January 19th
Children return to school for spring semester; Lottery form information accepted thru Friday, April 17th (call 439-0154)
Monday, February 16th
Presidents Day; No School

Monday, March 16th thru Friday, March 20th 
Spring Break-No school 

Monday, March 23rd 
School resumes; registration for returning students and age-eligible siblings 7:00 p.m. at Mary Randall

Monday, April 6th
Enrollment for past siblings begins

Thursday, April 9th
Parent-Teacher Conferences
Friday, April 10th 
No School; Good Friday

Monday, April 13th
No School; Easter Break

Tuesday, April 14th
Enrollment for the children of faculty and staff begins

Monday, April 20th 
Draw for lottery openings 

Thursday, April 23rd
Parent Night

Friday, May 1st  
Last Day of Preschool; AM and PM preschool graduates present program at 7:00 p.m. in Phillips Auditorium

INCLEMENT WEATHER ANNOUNCEMENTS

Delayed openings and school day cancellations are announced on the local radio station, WCSR (1340 AM and 92.1 FM).  Parents are requested not to call the Preschool office or Preschool personnel for this information.  

WINTER OUTERWEAR

The Preschool does not prescribe the type of clothing to be worn by the children.  However, parents should keep in mind that the children go outside every day except in rain and the most severe weather.  Parents must therefore appropriately dress their children for both indoor and outdoor activities.  All outerwear must be marked with the child’s name in permanent marker.  This includes snow pants, boots, hats, mittens, and coats.  

