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Hillsdale Academy Seniors Named National Merit Scholarship Finalists 

 

Finalists chosen from 1.5 million students competing nationwide 

 

Nearly 20 percent of Hillsdale Academy’s graduating seniors earned National Merit recognition since 2001 

 

Hillsdale, MI – Hillsdale Academy today announced that seniors Jonah Harman and Susan Hoffman have been 

named Finalists in the 62nd annual National Merit Scholarship program. At least one Hillsdale Academy stu-

dent has been commended or named a semifinalist or finalist for 16 consecutive years.  

 

Since 2001, almost 20 percent of Hillsdale Academy’s graduating students have earned National Merit recogni-

tion. 

 

“Jonah and Susan are talented students who are well-deserving of this scholarship,” said Dr. Ken Calvert, head-

master at the Academy. “They are hard-working and studious—exactly the kind of student who Hillsdale Acad-

emy seeks to develop. We couldn’t be more proud having our students once again contenders in this program.” 

 

Jonah Harman, son of Jerry and Erin Harman of Hillsdale, Michigan, has attended the Academy for four years. 

He is a leader on the Academy’s Quiz Bowl team, a member of the golf team, and is learning Japanese in addi-

tion to studying Latin.  

 

Susan Hoffman, daughter of Larry and Patty Hoffman of Jackson, Michigan, has attended the Academy for six 

years. She is involved in pro-life activities through Jackson Right to Life and her parish, and she aspires to be-

come a veterinarian. 

 

Harman and Hoffman took the 2015 Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test in October 

2015. About 1.5 million students in some 22,000 high schools enter the National Merit Scholarship competition 

each year. Of those, about 15,000 earn Finalist status. The National Merit Scholarship Corporation scholarship 

is intended to “honor the nation’s scholastic champions and encourage the pursuit of academic excellence.” 

 

Photos 
Jonah Harmon: https://www.dropbox.com/s/ykya1991231wi8h/ACADEMY%20Jonah%20Harman.jpg?dl=0  

 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/ykya1991231wi8h/ACADEMY%20Jonah%20Harman.jpg?dl=0


Susan Hoffman: 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/0ymoku4ksanhhb3/ACADEMY%20Susan%20Hoffman%20.jpg?dl=0  

 

About Hillsdale Academy 

Hillsdale Academy is an independent, classical K-12 day school located on the campus of Hillsdale College. A 

rigorous course of study is combined with the strong conviction that the biblical and classical virtues are neces-

sary in the formation of the American citizen. The school was established out of the conviction that modern 

American education was in need of profound reform. More information can be found at Hillsdale.edu/academy.  

 

About Hillsdale College 
Hillsdale College, founded in 1844, has built a national reputation through its classical liberal arts core curricu-

lum and its principled refusal to accept federal or state taxpayer subsidies, even indirectly in the form of student 

grants or loans. It also conducts an educational outreach effort promoting civil and religious liberty, including a 

free monthly speech digest, Imprimis, with a circulation of more than 3.5 million. More information can be 

found at Hillsdale.edu. 

 

# # # 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/0ymoku4ksanhhb3/ACADEMY%20Susan%20Hoffman%20.jpg?dl=0
file:///C:/Users/Edavis1/Downloads/Hillsdale.edu/academy

