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Hillsdale College Seniors Score in 99th Percentile Nationally on Proficiency Test for Third Consecutive Year 

Educational Testing Service evaluates skills in critical thinking, mathematics, sciences 
 

Hillsdale, Mich. — Hillsdale College today announced that seniors in the class of 2018 who took the 
Educational Testing Service’s Proficiency Profile standardized test scored in the 99th percentile, a significant 
achievement on a test that is akin to a college-level SAT. More than 113,000 students nationwide took the 
exam. The Hillsdale seniors’ average score of 480.2 of 500 total points was 33 points higher than the national 
average. 
 
“These stellar results emphasize the effectiveness of Hillsdale’s classical liberal arts education,” said David 
Whalen, Hillsdale College provost. “No standardized test can hope to capture the richness of genuine learning, 
but the Proficiency Profile provides a helpful measure of our seniors’ ability as compared to others, nationally. 
We are very pleased with this indicator of our students’ achievement.” 
 
The Proficiency Profile tests students in critical thinking, mathematics, reading, writing, humanities and 
sciences. The Proficiency Profile helps the College assess its educational initiatives and student performance.   
 
The Hillsdale seniors who took the test had an average GPA of 3.51, similar to the class average, and 
represented a broad cross-section of majors. 
 
About Hillsdale College 
Hillsdale College is an independent liberal arts college located in southern Michigan. Founded in 1844, the 
College has built a national reputation through its classical liberal arts core curriculum and its principled refusal 
to accept federal or state taxpayer subsidies, even indirectly in the form of student grants or loans. It also 
conducts an outreach effort promoting civil and religious liberty, including a free monthly speech 
digest, Imprimis, with a circulation of more than 3.8 million. For more information visit hillsdale.edu.  
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