
  
   
  
 

 
 

The 1776 Commission 

 

Constitution Day 

September 17, 2021 

 

September 17 is a day of celebration and pride. 

Two hundred and thirty-four years ago on this date, thirty-nine delegates from throughout the fledgling United 

States signed our Constitution, uniting a diverse population into one nation, bound together by common principles 

and a deep reverence for liberty.  

The signing of the Constitution began the fulfillment of the promise made in the Declaration of Independence. 

These two documents, along with the Bill of Rights, are America’s Charters of Freedom. 

The Constitution paved the way for the liberation of many millions, in the United States and around the world, 

from the shackles of poverty, despotism, and slavery. Powerful forces today are seeking to smear America’s 

founding as essentially unjust for preserving slavery, but it was through the provisions of the Constitution—

informed by the principles of the Declaration—that slavery in our nation was eradicated. 

A year ago today, President Donald Trump—recognizing the danger of the ongoing attacks on the American 

heritage in academia, in the corporate world, in the media, and in the halls of government—announced the creation 

of The President’s Advisory 1776 Commission. Doing so, he vowed that “the legacy of 1776 will never be erased” 

and that “our heroes will never be forgotten.”  

This past January, on Martin Luther King, Jr., Day, The 1776 Commission released The 1776 Report—a robust 

restatement of America’s founding principles and ideals. The 1776 Report detailed how slavery, fascism, communism, 

racism, and identity politics are antithetical to those principles and ideals, and it called on schools to “reject any 

curriculum that promotes one-sided partisan opinions, activist propaganda, or factional ideologies that demean 

America’s heritage, dishonor our heroes, or deny our principles.” 

Ironically, the efforts of The 1776 Commission to strengthen the common bonds that unite Americans and to 

revitalize intelligent patriotism and national pride have been attacked by the same forces in our society that are 

working to legitimize a system of widespread discrimination based on an extraordinary claim that every realm of 

public life in America is systemically racist. 
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Even the Rotunda of the National Archives, the home of our Charters of Freedom, has not escaped this campaign 

of defamation: those charged with preserving the Rotunda’s historic significance have declared that the building 

itself is an example of “structural racism.” Memorializing our history in the Rotunda, they say, amounts to a 

“marginalization” of minority voices. 

The charge is preposterous on its face. Consider the personification of America’s heritage in a statue that guards the 

Rotunda’s entrance. At the statue’s foot is an inscription from abolitionist Wendell Phillips: “The heritage of the 

past is the seed that brings forth the harvest of the future.”  

As that inscription was laid in the 1930s, African Americans were still struggling under the unjust discrimination 

imposed by Jim Crow laws. But the designers of the Archives recognized that the Charters of Freedom therein had 

laid the groundwork not only for the eradication of slavery, but for the continued realization of civil rights based on 

the American founding principle that “all men are created equal.”  

In a 1952 address at the National Archives dedicating the new shrine for the Declaration, the Constitution, and the 

Bill of Rights, President Harry Truman predicted that our liberty would be lost, “if the time ever comes when these 

documents are regarded not as the supreme expression of our profound belief, but merely as curiosities in glass 

cases.” Much more quickly will our liberty be lost if the current dishonest narrative that condemns the Archives and 

the documents it houses as racist succeeds in taking root. 

Despite the well-funded efforts underway to demean the American heritage, there is abundant reason for hope. In 

addition to the ongoing work of The 1776 Commission, state legislatures are taking notice of the dangers posed by 

Critical Race Theory-inspired curricula and training programs, and are acting to ban them. Parents and concerned 

citizens are making their voices heard at school board meetings and in the media nationwide, declaring that they will 

not allow their children’s minds to be poisoned by this divisive and anti-American ideology.  

On this Constitution Day, Americans should celebrate and take pride in their country. The story of America is the 

story of a proud people with a boundless desire to leave for their posterity a more just and free society. This is the 

inheritance of all Americans. This is the inheritance of 1776. 


