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Hillsdale College to Launch New Online Course on American Citizenship  

The course is based on Victor Davis Hanson’s new book, “The Dying Citizen” 

 

HILLSDALE, Mich. — Hillsdale College released its newest free online course, “American 

Citizenship and Its Decline,” on Nov. 16. The course is taught by historian Victor Davis Hanson 

with an introduction by Hillsdale College President Larry P. Arnn.  

 

“Dr. Hanson’s course examines the history of citizenship and the primary challenges to 

American citizenship today,” said Kyle Murnen, director of online learning. “Victor Davis 

Hanson is a beloved teacher here at Hillsdale College, and it has been a joy to work with him on 

this course.” 

 

Course participants will learn about the origins of citizenship in the West and the grave threats it 

faces from the deep state, progressive economic policies, tribal politics, global government, and 

more. Knowledge of the nature and scope of these challenges is vital to the preservation of free 

government in America. 

 

Topics covered in this eight-lecture course include:  

• the history of Western citizenship; 

• the middle-class and citizenship; 
• illegal immigration and national sovereignty; 
• tribalism and identity politics; 
• the administrative state; 
• the erosion of the Constitution; 
• and global citizenship. 

 

Dr. Hanson is the Wayne and Marcia Buske Distinguished Fellow in History at Hillsdale 

College, a senior fellow at the Hoover Institute at Stanford University, and a military historian. 

His latest book is “The Dying Citizen: How Progressive Elites, Tribalism, and Globalization Are 

Destroying the Idea of America.” 

 

Hanson is also the lecturer for the Hillsdale College Online Course “The Second World Wars.”  

View all of the college’s online course offerings at online.hillsdale.edu. To sign up for 

“American Citizenship and Its Decline,” click here. For photos from the course, click here. 
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About Hillsdale College Online Courses  

Hillsdale College’s free, not-for-credit online courses feature lectures from the College’s faculty 

members across various disciplines, including politics, history, economics, religion, and 

literature. More than 2.1 million students have enrolled in an online course with Hillsdale 

College. For more information on Hillsdale College’s online courses, click here. 

 

About Hillsdale College  

Hillsdale College is an independent, nonsectarian, Christian liberal arts college located in 

southern Michigan. Founded in 1844, the College has built a national reputation through its 

classical liberal arts core curriculum and its principled refusal to accept federal or state taxpayer 

subsidies, even indirectly in the form of student grants or loans. It also conducts an outreach 

effort promoting civil and religious liberty, including a free monthly speech digest, Imprimis, 

with a circulation of more than six million. For more information, visit hillsdale.edu.  
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