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Hillsdale College Statement on Lawsuit 
 
HILLSDALE, Mich. — Hillsdale College is aware of the lawsuit filed against it today in federal 
court. The accusations made in the suit are serious mischaracterizations of Hillsdale College’s 
campus culture and sexual assault policies and procedures which have been developed with the 
utmost concern for the protection of our students.  
 
Hillsdale College takes the safety of its students very seriously and strives to educate students 
about sexual assault, answer frequently asked questions about sexual assault, and detail the 
procedures for contacting appropriate persons at the college, Hillsdale Hospital, and Hillsdale 
City Police. Hillsdale also, however, understands the importance of maintaining the rights of the 
accused as the process of investigation and remediation is carried out.  
 
The college has established procedures for dealing with allegations of misconduct; these 
procedures are outlined in resources provided to all students. Over the past decade, Hillsdale 
College has worked with expert third parties to ensure its policies and procedures regarding 
investigations of sexual assault are exceptional with respect to ascertaining the true nature of the 
alleged incident while also protecting the rights and reputation of both the accused and the 
alleged victim.  
 
When allegations of sexual misconduct are made, Hillsdale promptly and thoroughly investigates 
the accusations, through independent counsel, as was done with the allegations of Ms. Chen and 
Ms. Villarreal. Hillsdale also offers assistance to the alleged victim and implements necessary 
interim measures, whether supportive or protective. 
 
Based on the findings of the independent counsel, if a student is found responsible for violating 
any of the Regulations of Proper Student Conduct or the Honor Code, the deans are authorized to 
impose disciplinary measures as outlined in the Procedure for Student Discipline. The deans are 
further authorized to take any other necessary action to stop the conduct, prevent its recurrence, 
and remedy its effects while protecting the Hillsdale College community. 
 
About Hillsdale College 
Hillsdale College is an independent, nonsectarian, Christian liberal arts college located in 
southern Michigan. Founded in 1844, the College has built a national reputation through its 
classical liberal arts core curriculum and its principled refusal to accept federal or state taxpayer 
subsidies, even indirectly in the form of student grants or loans. It also conducts an outreach 



effort promoting civil and religious liberty, including a free monthly speech digest, Imprimis, 
with a circulation of more than 6.4 million. For more information, visit hillsdale.edu. 
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