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Harry James Orchestra Performs at Hillsdale College 
The orchestra presented a jazz and swing concert on Nov. 5. 

 

HILLSDALE, Mich. — The Harry James Orchestra returned to Hillsdale College for its fourth 

big band swing and jazz concert at the college on Nov. 5. The orchestra performance was 

directed by Fred Radke, an award-winning trumpeter who has toured with the Harry James 

Orchestra since 1969, becoming its director in 1989. 

 

“We are so grateful to Fred Radke and the Harry James Orchestra for performing for our 

students, faculty, and community members,” said James Holleman, professor of music, choir, 

and orchestra. “The orchestra carries on the sound of the Big Band Era and the legacy of Harry 

James in an authentic and meaningful way. It’s incredible that Hillsdale College can host such a 

talented group of musicians year after year.” 

 

Harry James was one of the best-known musicians during the height of the Big Band Era. He 

formed the orchestra in 1939, hiring vocalist Frank Sinatra soon after. Today, the Harry James 

Orchestra pays homage to its eponym by continuing the great trumpeter’s original sound and 

songs. 

 

The event began with a reception in Hillsdale College’s Searle Center Lobby and featured 

performances by junior Carter McNish, junior Sophia Jackson, sophomore Dominic Taranto, 

sophomore Elijah Redding, and sophomore Paul Sri.  

 

The orchestra performed in the Searle Center and presented some of James’s most beloved 

pieces, including “Tuxedo Junction,” “James Session,” and “Orange Colored Sky,” as well as 

newer tunes added by Fred Radke, including Willie Nelson’s “Night Life.” 

 

In addition to the performance in the Searle Center, the orchestra also played in the second 

annual Battle of the Bands on Nov. 4. The Harry James Orchestra competed against the Hillsdale 

College Big Band.  

 

“A special thank you to Fred Radke, and the members of the Harry James Orchestra, for their 

good will and enthusiasm in playing the Battle of the Bands with our Student Big Band. It was a 

highlight of our students’ year,” said Holleman. 
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To view photos of the event, click here. 

 

For a high-resolution copy of the Hillsdale College clocktower logo, click here. 

 

 

About Hillsdale College   

Hillsdale College is an independent, nonsectarian, Christian liberal arts college located in 

southern Michigan. Founded in 1844, the College has built a national reputation through its 

classical liberal arts core curriculum and its principled refusal to accept federal or state taxpayer 

subsidies, even indirectly in the form of student grants or loans. It also conducts an outreach 

effort promoting civil and religious liberty, including a free monthly speech digest, Imprimis, 

with a circulation of more than 6.3 million. For more information, visit hillsdale.edu.   

  

### 

https://hillsdale.box.com/s/arxatvgafxv9jmitlsmc046jm0r2ixk1
https://hillsdale.box.com/s/hc9etpivij89lxe3x7szrvijscrkxr2s
https://www.hillsdale.edu/
https://www.hillsdale.edu/

