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October 21, 2009

Dear Hillsdale College Associate: 


There was celebration in the air as students returned to campus fresh from a summer of adventure.  Classes began on September 2, and with the opening of notebooks and the squeak of chalk, a venerable tradition continues as Hillsdale College completes its 165th year of operations.  Seeing the fresh faces of incoming students and the “I’m back!” excitement of upperclassmen inspires hope as the Hillsdale campus springs back to life with the return of the students and the fresh slate of a new academic year.  It is remarkable what can be accomplished with a spirit of “can-do,” a sound moral and philosophical foundation, and the friendship of those such as you.  Thank you for being a part of the modern-day miracle that is Hillsdale College and for supporting these young men and women who are a shining hope for the future of our country.

The Class of 2013:  The Best of the Best

Being a freshman student at Hillsdale must be like opening a daily treasure chest of new experiences.  Some of the freshmen looked a bit bewildered at first, this being the first extended stay away from home for many.  It is indeed fortunate that these new arrivals are surrounded by an extended family of professors, staff, and fellow students to guide them as they transition from high school and home to college.  And we are indeed fortunate to be a part of the process.  The Class of 2013 has entered with the “honorable challenge of proving itself” says Director of Admissions Jeff Lantis.  And that is exactly what the Class of 2013 has already set about doing.

This year’s entering class numbers 362 freshmen who carry an average ACT score of 28.10 (last year’s average was 27.50) and SAT average of 1950 (last year’s average was 1930).  In contrast to prior years, 51 percent of this year’s entering class are men and 49 percent are women.  The class of 2013 hails from 38 states and eight foreign countries.  

It is a telling statistic that this year’s number of applicants at 1,632 applications topped last year’s record of 1,502, as we near closer the goal of 2,000 applications a year.  The good word about Hillsdale College is spreading through the help of dedicated friends, an expanding Imprimis readership, and increased outreach efforts.  Please keep in mind one of the best means for a student to evaluate Hillsdale is to schedule a visit to the College’s campus.  These visits are arranged through the Admissions Office, which will arrange for a Student Ambassador to accompany the potential student during their visit during which he or she will audit classes, take meals in the student cafeteria, and stay in a dormitory for a taste of college life, Hillsdale style.  If you know of a potential student from your area, please contact the Admissions Office at (517) 607-2327, or e-mail admissions@hillsdale.edu
Assisting the Deserving

As with most institutions of higher learning, students who attend Hillsdale College must calculate how to pay for their excellent education.  First and foremost to meet these costs, they work—in summer jobs and in on-campus employment during the school year.  Students also rely upon contributions from their family to assist with college costs, take out loans, or qualify for scholarships and grants.  A full 95 percent of Hillsdale students receive some form of financial aid—completely free of federal and state taxpayer monies.  The total financial aid given to Hillsdale students in the past academic year amounted to $17.7 million in grants, loans and scholarships, with $18 million projected in the year ahead.  Most of the increase will be federal and state replacement monies amounting to approximately $6 million from the Student Independence Grant and Loan Fund and Michigan Independence Fund.  As some background, the Independence Grant and Loan Fund—created expressly to replace government-sourced loans and grants, such as the Pell grant—began in 1985, when $276,000 in grants and loans was delegated to 185 students.  By comparison, in 2009-2010, nearly $5.4 million is projected to be awarded and loaned to 586 students.  

Government-issued loans and grants are distributed in one form or another by direct or indirect means to nearly every college student in America—except, of course, for Hillsdale students.  The Wall Street Journal article, entitled “The Quietest Trillion,” shares how student loans that are currently loaned by privately funded banks will be primarily funded through government loans at an estimated cost of $100 billion.  It is notable that the default rate on student government loans is so high that it has been smoke-screened through obscure calculations.  These fail to hide that it is generally understood by students that government-financed student loans are just another type of need-based grant.  Meanwhile, the Hillsdale College default rate on student loans hovers at one percent.  Sometimes statistics do tell the truth!

This shrinking of the bank-sourced loan pools means that at Hillsdale progress is afoot in securing further funding for student loans and grants.  In a call to action, an anonymous donor has issued a challenge for the Hillsdale Student Independence Grant and Loan Fund.  Every two dollars received toward the SIGLF fund will be met by one dollar from the donor up to $100,000.  For further information on the SIGLF program or the challenge, please contact John Cervini at (517) 607-2670, or e-mail jcervini@hillsdale.edu.

Student Spotlight:  Caleb “Josh” Cook

Did you know there is a scholarship at Hillsdale specifically designed to meet the financial needs of students who either have served in the military or are enrolled in officer training within a branch of the military?  Established by Jack and Annette Henderson, the Henderson scholarship honors the young men and women who so valiantly strive to defend our freedom.  The scholarship is awarded to upperclassmen enlisted in an armed service officer training program or who are committed to active service after graduation, or to a student of any grade level who has already served in the United States armed forces.  Thus far, nine students have received funding from the Henderson scholarship.  One of those students is Caleb “Josh” Cook.


Under normal circumstances, Josh would be considered an outstanding student and citizen.  He maintains a 4.0 grade-point average as a music major, and he is one of the recipients of the John E.N. and Dede Howard Music Scholarship.  He is an award-winning violinist and member of the orchestra at Hillsdale who seeks to teach music theory at the college level.  As impressive as that would be for most of us, this is only the beginning of his story.  There was a five-year gap in Josh’s musical career, when Josh served for five years encompassing two tours of duty as a tank driver and gunner with the U.S. Army in Iraq.  His first deployment took him to Baghdad in May 2003 and then to southern Iraq.  His second tour—January 2006 through March 2007—was served in Tel Afar and Ramadi.  He now serves in the Army Reserve.  He was attracted to Hillsdale because of the College’s strong stance on refusal of federal taxpayer monies.  Josh’s older brother, Jared, graduated from Hillsdale, and his younger brother, Tim, is a junior at the College.  I am sure you join me in commending Josh for his bravery and talent and wish him well in his bright future.

Imprimis:  Circulation of 1.8 million and Rising

Since its beginning in 1972 with a handful of friends numbering 1,000, Imprimis now reaches an audience of 1.8 million, with an aim to increase readership to over 3 million.  The plan to accomplish this includes counting on the help of friends such as you.  Is there a mailing list of likeminded others within your social or business circles whose members might enjoy receiving Imprimis?  Are there those in your address book who would enjoy receiving this grassroots publication?  If so, you may send an e-mail to pdubois@hillsdale.edu, or add them through this link on the Web site.  Be sure to include your name and address on your communications so we will know whom to thank.  Other means that the College plans to utilize to increase Imprimis readership are:  

· Direct mail letters inviting likeminded individuals to become subscribers.

· Stepped up media effort—for example the recent appearances of Hillsdale professors on FOX News raised awareness about Hillsdale College.

· Increased advertising through various outlets, including radio, which has resulted in significant additions to readership.  For example, the ads that began running on Rush Limbaugh’s show on September 22nd have already resulted in an addition of 3,606 new Imprimis readers (as of September 30, 2009).

· Develop media relationships for ongoing placement in major outlets of columns and Hillsdale news releases.


Soon, a digital version of Imprimis will be e-mailed to readers who indicate they would prefer receiving the speech digest in an electronic form.  As a “reward” for saving us the cost of printing and postage, those who opt for this version will receive two to four additional issues each year.  The offer to receive a digital Imprimis will be in your mailbox soon.  Please realize that we understand that you may prefer the print version, and encourage you to exercise your preference so that you may best continue to enjoy this well-loved publication.

Building upon Success: The Founders Campaign  

A year ago at this time, I shared that $434 million had been raised in cash and pledges under the banner of the Founders Campaign.  The latest total raised in cash, pledges and deferred gifts as of August 30, 2009, is $521 million, which represents 234,582 gifts from 88,622 donors since the campaign’s inception on January 1, 2001.  

As announced last September, the campaign has been extended through June 30, 2012, and the overall goal is $608 million.  This revised amount reflects an increase in several crucial areas, including student financial aid, with $43 million for undergraduate scholarships and loans, and $10 million for the new Independent Loan Supplement.  The following is an overview to detail the overall amount raised as of August 30, 2009:

· Cash donations for all purposes:


$424,258,081

· Pledges for all purposes:



$   15,817,444

· Deferred gifts  for all purposes:


$   81,154,984

Total cash, pledges, and deferred gifts for all purposes:
$521,230,509

Hillsdale College and its students stand at the frontline of American education as living examples of the excellence that is possible without the corrupting influence of federal or state taxpayer monies.  There is life behind the numbers stated above, represented by the support of our friends, such as you, who help to make dreams come true.  To re-experience the heart of Hillsdale, we encourage you to visit campus and see for yourself the good work being done within the living laboratories of the classrooms.  For further information on the Founders Campaign, please contact the office of the campaign director, Ellen Donohoe, at edonohoe@hillsdale.edu or phone (517) 607-2302.

Kirby Center Gains Momentum

The Allan P. Kirby Center for Constitutional Studies and Citizenship has entered its second exciting year of operations.  The building at 227 Massachusetts Avenue, NE, is undergoing extensive interior 
renovations to transform the space into a teaching facility where the Constitution and its multitude of applications in daily life will be studied with intelligent rigor.  Meeting space is being prepared where dialogues with leading experts—including Hillsdale professors—will take place with those who work on Capitol Hill, as well as student interns, alumni, and local friends. 

During the Kirby Center’s “First Principles on First Fridays” lecture series, notable speakers such as Jeremy Rabkin, Mark Levin, John Bolton, and Hillsdale professors like Paul Moreno have addressed audiences who have direct and indirect contact with the daily workings of our government.  To listen to the “First Principles on First Fridays” lectures in the comfort of your home, visit the Hillsdale Web site at http://www.hillsdale.edu/kirbycenter.  Follow the “Podcast” link, where you may to listen to and in some cases watch the speeches on your computer or download the audio to your computer or mp3 player.  You may also access these through www.hillsdale.edu by typing “Kirby Center” in the search window.  Clicking on the resulting Google entry will also give you a link to the “podcasts,” also known as audio files.  
To subscribe to the “First Fridays” invitation list, please contact jpowell@hillsdale.edu or phone (202) 248-5084.  For further information on the Kirby Center, please contact John Cervini at (517) 607-2670, or e-mail jcervini@hillsdale.edu.

Upcoming Hillsdale College Events 2009

It has already been a busy fall season, and more is on the way.  You can see what we’re up to by reviewing information on upcoming Freedom Forums and information on next summer’s Hillsdale Hostel programs.  The NLS and CCA lecture series’ link will lead you to the latest topic statements for Hillsdale College seminars.  Be it on or off campus, you are always welcome at Hillsdale College events.  For invitations to the on-campus CCA seminars, please contact pdubois@hillsdale.edu or phone (517) 607-2318.  To attend Freedom Forums and to register for Hostels contact Sandi Henry at (888) 886-1174 or via e-mail at shenry@hillsdale.edu.  For Hillsdale receptions please contact Jackie Linebrink at (517) 607-2470 or e-mail jlinebrink@hillsdale.edu.  We hope you will join us when your schedule allows.

Dedicated to Making a Difference...

The Board of Women Commissioners is a group of outstanding women who share in common their love of Hillsdale College and its students.  Established in 1892, the Women Commissioners raise funds for 21 scholarships and also capital projects.  While taking a break during the first CCA seminar of the year, I wandered into the Sports Complex where the annual Women Commissioners’ Rummage Sale was in full swing.  I had also stopped by before the sale began to admire the ladies’ good work in organizing the thousands of donated items that are sold during the event.  It is good to know that there are those whose tireless dedication to making a difference does indeed accomplish just that:  from scholarships that receive replenishing funds to worthy capital projects that flourish with the spirit of volunteerism.  

From groups like the Women Commissioners to friends such as you to the dedicated staff, faculty and students at Hillsdale College, it seems that our actions represent to others what is right with America.  We thank you for your unique friendship with Hillsdale and for being the kind of person who stands alongside us for what is right and true.  With each day the beacon on the hill that is Hillsdale College is shining brighter with the goodwill of friends such as you.  I wish you and yours a pleasant autumn.







Sincerely,
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Kathleen Ruddy, ’82 

Institutional Advancement Associate
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